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Success of electoral democracy depends on the maximum number of popular
participations in the electoral process especially in casting ballot. Voter-turn out in the
booth is the most important yardstick for the success of participatory democracy.
Young and first-time voters need to be convinced and motivated to cast their votes.
Different agencies and institutions apart from the Election Commission of India
should play active part in this process. College is one such important agency which
may play a vital a role in inculcating the values of electoral participation. As each vote

accrue equal value, so the youth can determine the fate of the government.
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Our college established Electoral Literacy Club (ELC) in the year 2020 as mooted by

the Election Commission of India (ECI), to be the vital medium 1o bring the youths
into the fold of electoral process. ECI succinctly mentions that Electoral Literacy
Clubs are especially being set up in colleges all across India targeting the new
voters, (in the age-group of 18-21 years old) pursuing their graduation, We strongly
believe that our ELC will play important part to motivate our students to be the voters

as well as to cast their votes.

Our ELC makes the slogan of ECI as our motto-

No Voter to be Left Behind

OUR ELC FOLLOWS THE OBJECTIVES OF ECI AS ITS OBJECTIVES

v To make the students understand the importance of ballot:

v To educate our students about voter registration, electoral process and
related matters through hands on experience;

¥ To facilitate EVM and VVPAT familiarization and education about the
robustness of EVM as well as the integrity of the electoral process using
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EVMs;

v To help the target audience understand the value of their vote and exercise
their right to franchise in a confident, comfortable and ethical manner;

¥ To harness the potential of ELC members for carrying the electoral literacy in
communities;

¥ To facilitate voter registration for its eligible members who are not yet
registered;

¥ To develop a culture of electoral participation and maximize the

informed and ethical voting and follow the principle 'Every vote counts’ and
'‘No Voter to be Left Behind '

Orggmzatlonal Structure

NODAL OFFICER
Mr. Nirmal Das, Faculty member of the department of Political Science is the nodal
officer.

FUNCTIONS

% Promoting and supervising Club enrolment.

% Supervising the election and formation of the Executive Committee
of ELC.

% Coordipating between the District Election Officer and the ELC for
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exchange of resources, information etc.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (EC)

> There is an Executive Committee (EC) comprising the elected members from
each semester.

> EC members are clected by the student-members from each semester.

Only the voters are eligible to contest to be the EC members.

‘l

> No student having political affiliation are allowed to be EC member but they
may be general members.

> EC members elects / selects its own Chairman /Chairperson and Vice-chairman
/Chairperson

> The Executive Committee, under the guidance, consultation and
supervision of the Nodal Officer are responsible for organizing the activities of
the ELC.

Members

Dr. Bibhas Chandra Saha, Principal

Mr. Nirmal Das, SACT, Department of Political Science, Nodal Officer
Mr. Anupam Das, Assistant Professor, Department of History, member
Dr. Lipika Ghoshal, Assistant Professor, Department of Bengali, member
Mr. Biswanath Bhattacharyya, SACT, Department of English, member
Mr. Dilip Roy. NTS, member

Bhaskar Sarkar, Student, member

Mousami Bhowmick, Student, member

Rimpa Roy, Student, member

Laxmi Sorcn, Student, member

FUNCTIONS OF EC
¥ Organizethe Clubenrolment

¥ Planning activities for the ELC for the year
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v Framing further guidelines for smooth conduct of ELCactivities

v Supervising the conduct of activities as per plan

v Facilitating the enrolment of students not registered as voters

TENURE OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee and Convener(s) of the Electoral Literacy Club
would have a tenure of 1 year extending to 2 years, from the day of
assuming charge. The final decision on the term of office will lie with the

Nodal Officer

MEMBERS OF ELC:
Membership for this club is open to all the students of our institution. Once a

student is admitted into a course, he/she is eligible for the membership of this
club till the completion of the course.

ACTIVITIES

Basically, ELC works towards the generation of awareness among the students
about the importance of participating in electoral procedures especially

applying right to vote.
For this end, ELC of Purbasthali College undertakes the following activities:
% Publication of Wall Magazine
% Organization like Ballot Bistro/ Adda like discussion
% Organising programmes to motivate/sensitize the students
% Motivate the students to get registered as voters of India as when
acquires 18 years if not registered
Programmes conducted
1. Voter Awareness Camp and Rally- 04.02.2020

The Electoral Literacy Club (ELC) of Purbasthali College organized Voter Awareness
Camp and Rally to instill a semse of civic duty and responsibility among students on
February 02, 2020. Through interactive sessions and engaging activilies, participants
learned about the significance of voting, the electoral process. and the role they play
in shaping the future of their communities. The event aimed to increase voter
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registration and turnout, fostering a culture of active citizenship within the student

body.

2. Her Voice, Her Vote: Electoral Literacy for Women - 12.02.2022
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Unnamed Road, West Bengal 713513, India
Lat 23.462458°

Long 88.350863°

12/02/22 11:19 AM GMT +05:30

Recognizing the importance of gender equality in democratic participation, the ELC
conducted a seminar on ‘“'Her Voice. Her Vote: Electoral Literacy for Women’
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students with the knowledge and confidence 10 engage
targeted discussions, participants Jearned about
strategies for overcoming barriers 1o

voices in shaping public policics and

programme to empower female
in the electoral process. Through
women's rights in the electoral context,
participation, and the importance of women's
By promoting electoral literacy
political participation and promote

decision-making Pprocesses among women, the

programme sought to bridge the gender gap 1o
inclusive democracy.
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3. Electoral Literacy Programme 25/01/202
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The Electoral Literacy Programme organized by the ELC on January 25, 2023 was
designed to enhance students’ understanding of the electoral system and democratic
governance. Through a seminar, and interactive session, participants gain insights into
various aspects of elections, including voter eligibility, clectoral laws, and the
functioning of electoral institutions. By fostering electoral literacy, the programme
aimed to equip students with the knowledge and skills necessary to make informed
choices as responsible citizens.

4 Know Your Democratic Rights-
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'he ELC conducted a seminar on ‘Know Your Democratic Rights’ on January 28,
2022 to educate students about their fundamental rights and responsibilities in a
democratic society. These sessions covered topics such as freedom of speech,
expression, and assembly, as well as the right to vote and participate in the political
process. By empowering students with knowledge of their rights, the ELC sought to
promote civic engagement and encourage aclive participation in democratic processes.

DECLARATION

> ELC does not have any assoclate with any political party nor does
propagate for or against any political party.

> None of the ELC activities (Motivators Invite, Ballot Bistro, other
cultural activities) should Involve Partisan forces inany form.

> ELC will ensure adequate representation of students with disabilities

= Appropriate measures will be followed for the students with disabilities
for their active participation In every activity.
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PURBASTHALI COLLEGE

ELECTORAL LITERACY CLUB

SESSION -2019-2020

REPORT
NAME OF PROGRAME : "Voter Awareness Camp & Rally”

DATE-04.02.2020

TIME: 12.10 P.M

VENUE: Room No-N215 Rabindrakaksha for camp, and Parulia
(surrounding village) for rally

NO. OF. STUDENTS PARTICIPITED: 15 (Fifteen)
CONVENER: Nirmal Das

Organized by: Electoral Literacy Club .Purbasthali College
Introduction:

The Voter Awareness Camp was organized with the aim of educating the public about the
importance of voting, the electoral process, and the significance of their participation in

democratic governance.

Objectives:

To increase voter awareness among citizens.

I
2. To encourage voter registration.
3. To inform voters about their rights and responsibilities
4. To promote the value of informed voting decisions
o oo
Activities:

s were held to explain the electoral
dures, and the importance of

g proced

1. Interactive Sessions: Engaging di
process. including voter reg 0

exercising one's right to vote.
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Role Plays: Simulated scenarios were enacted to illustrate the voting process, from

2
registration to casting a vote, helping participants understand the step-by-step
procedure. : :

3. Question and Answer Sessions: Attendees had the opportunity o nsl.\ questions
regarding voter 1D cards, polling station locations, and any other queries related to the
electoral process. ‘

4. Audio-Visual Presentations: Informative videos were screened, slung-nmng the
impact of voting on governance, the power of a single vote, and historical
perspectives on voting rights.

5. Distribution of Informational Material: Pamphlets, brochures, and pns!cr.\' were

| distributed, containing essential information about voter registration, polling dates,
and the significance of voting.

6. Mock Voting Booth: A mock voting booth was set up, allowing participants to
practice the voting process, including marking a ballot and casting it in a ballot l)m.;.

7. Guest Lectures: Eminent personalities, such as political analysts and former election
officials, delivered talks on the importance of active participation in the clectoral
process.

Impact:

1. Increased Awareness: Participants gained a better understanding of the electoral
system, including voter registration procedures and voting rights.

2. Higher Voter Registration: The camp led to a surge in voter registration, with many
attendees completing the registration process on-site.

3. Empowered Citizens: Attendees felt more empowered and confident about their role
in shaping the democratic process, realizing the impact of their vote on governance.

4. Community Engagement: The camp fostered a sense of community involvement,
with attendees encouraged to spread awareness among their peers and family
members.

Conclusion:

The Voter Awareness Camp was a resounding success in achieving its objectives of
educating citizens about the electoral process and promoting active participation in
democracy. Through interactive sessions, role plays, and informative materials, participants
left the camp with a heightened sense of civic responsibility and a commitment (o exercising
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their right to vote
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PURBASTHALI COLLEGE

ESTD: 2009
Vill + P.O:-Parulia, Dist:- Burdwan,Pin No- 713513
Contact No. 8617647363 / 03454-264666

www.purbasthalicollege co

Email :- purbasthalicollege @gmail.com, Visit us :_

Electoral Literacy Club

Voter Awareness Camp

A 'Voter Awareness camp and Rally' is organized by the Electoral Literacy Club of Purbasthali College on
04.02. 2020 from 12.10 pm. The follwoing audience are present:

Attendance Sheet
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PURBASTHALI COLLEGE

ELECTORAL LITERACY CLUB

SESSION -2021-2022
REPORT
NAME OF PROGRAMME :  "KNOW YOUR DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS"
DATE- 25.01.2022
TIME: 12:10 PM
VENUE: ROOM NO-N215 RABINDRAKAKSHA
NO. OF. STUDENTS PARTICIPITED: 30 (THIRTY)

CONVENER: NIRMAL DAS

ORGANIZED BY: ELECTORAL LITERACY CLUB, PURBASTHALI
COLLEGE

INTRODUCTION

Democratic rights are fundamental rights granted to citizens of a country that allow them to
participate in the decision-making processes of their government. Here are some of the key
democratic rights that citizens often have:

I. Right to Vote: Citizens have the right to vote in elections for representatives at
various levels of government, such as local, state/provincial, and national levels. This
includes the right to vote for political candidates and on referendums or ballot

initiatives.

2. Freedom of Speech: This right allows citizens to express their opinions, beliefs, and
ideas without fear of government retaliation or censorship. It includes the right to
criticize the government and public officials.

3. Freedom of Assembly: Citizens have the right to peacefully gather in public or

private settings for purposes such as protests, marches, rallies, and meetings.

4. Freedom of Association: This right allows citizens to form and join groups,
organizations, and political parties to advocate for their interests and beliefs.

5. Right to Petition the Government: Citizens have the right to address the government
with requests, grievances, and demands for changes in policies or actions.

6. Right to Fair Trial: This ensures that individuals accused of crimes have the right to
a fair and public trial, including the right to legal representation and the presumption
of innocence until proven guilty.

7. Right to Equality Before the Law: All citizens are equal before the law and have the
right to equal protection and benefit of the law without discrimination.

8. Right to Information: Citizens have the right to access government information,
policies, and decisions that affect them, promoting transparency and accountability.
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9. Right to Privacy: This right protects citizens from unauthorized intrusion into their
personal and private affairs.

10. Right to Education: Citizens often have the right to free and compulsory education,
ensuring equal opportunities for all individuals to develop their potential.

These democratic rights are crucial for ensuring that citizens can participate in their
government, hold it accountable, and have their voices heard in decision-making processes.
They form the foundation of democratic societies around the world, providing the framework
for a fair and just society where citizens' rights are protected.

Programe OQutcome

The programme on "Know Your Democratic Rights" aims to educate individuals about their
rights as citizens in a democratic society. Here are some potential outcomes of the

programme:

I. Understanding of Democratic Principles: Students will be able to define and
explain the core principles of democracy, such as equality, freedom of speech, rule of
law, and participation in decision-making.

2. Knowledge of Constitutional Rights: Students will gain an understanding of their
rights as outlined in the constitution, including the right to vote, freedom of
expression, right to assembly, and right to petition the government.

3. Awareness of Electoral Processes: Understanding the electoral process, including
voter registration, different types of elections (local, state, national), how to vote, and
the importance of participating in elections.

4. Civic Responsibilities: Recognizing the responsibilities that come with democratic
rights, such as staying informed, participating in public discussions, and engaging in
community activities.

5. Role of Government Institutions: Understanding the roles and functions of different
government institutions, such as the legislature, executive, judiciary, and the role of
independent bodies like the electoral commission.

6. Civil Liberties and Human Rights: Awareness of civil liberties and human rights
protections, including the right to privacy, freedom from discrimination, and
protections against arbitrary arrest or detention.

7. Social Justice and Advocacy: Exploring the role of advocacy groups, NGOs, and
civil society in promoting social justice, equality, and protecting democratic rights.

8. Critical Thinking and Analysis: Developing skills to critically analyze political
information, media sources, and govemnment policies to make informed decisions as
engaged citizens.
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ESTD: 2009
Vill + P.O:-Parulia, Dist:- Burdwan,Pin No- 713513
Contact No. 8617647363 / 03454-264666

Email :- purbasthalicollege @gmail.com, Visit us : www.purbasthalicollege.com

PURBASTHALI COLLEGE

Electoral Literacy Club

Know Your Democratic Rights

An awareness program on 'Know Your Democratic Rights' is organized by the Electoral Literacy Club of
purbasthali College on 25.01,2022 from 12.10 pm. The follwoing audience are present:

Attendance Sheet
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PURBASTHALI COLLEGE

ELECTORAL LITERACY CLUB

SESSION -2021-20222

REPORT

NANME OF PROGRAME : "Her Voice, Her Vote: Electoral Literacy
for Women"

DATE-12.02.2022

TIME: 12.10 P.M

VENUE: Room No-N215 Rabindrakaksha

NO. OF. STUDENTS PARTICIPITED: 32 (Thirty Two)
CONVENER: Nirmal Das

Organized by: Electoral Literacy Club ,Purbasthali College

Introduction:

“Her Voice, Her Vote" is an initiative aimed at enhancing electoral literacy among women.
This program recognizes the importance of women's participation in the electoral process and
seeks to empower them with knowledge and skills necessary for informed decision-making.

Background: Women's participation in elections is crucial for a vibrant and inclusive
democracy. However, many women face barriers such as lack of information about the
electoral process, intimidation, and social norms that discourage their involvement. "Her
Voice, Her Vote" seeks to address these challenges by providing educational resources and
training to women across the country.

; Objectives:

1. Educational Workshops: The initiative conducts workshops to educate women

about the electoral process, including voter registration, voting procedures, and the

significance of their participation.

Informational Campaigns: Through various campaigns, "Her Voice. Her Vote”

spreads awareness about the importance of women's voices in shaping policies and

decisions.

3. Empowerment Through Knowledge: By providing women with accurate
information and resources, the initiative aims to empower them 1o make informed
choices during elections.
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OUTCOMES:

1. Increased Voter Registration: Through the initiative's efforts, there has been a
notable increase in the number of women registering to vote.

2. Higher Voter Turnout: Women who have participated in the program show a higher
turnout during elections, indicating increased engagement.

3. Awareness and Empowerment: Women report feeling more confident about their
role in the electoral process and understanding the impact of their vote.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS:

1. Cultural Barriers: Addressed through culturally sensitive materials and engagement
with community leaders.

2. Access to Information: Overcome by providing materials in local languages and
using digital platforms.

3. Sustainability: Ensuring long-term impact through continuous workshops,
partnerships, and feedback mechanisms.

Conclusion: "Her Voice, Her Vote" stands as a beacon of empowerment for women in the
electoral process. By equipping women with knowledge and resources, the initiative has

contributed to building a more inclusive and democratic society where every voice counts.

Recommendations:

—

Expansion: Extend the initiative to more regions to reach a larger number of women.

2. Monitoring and Evaluation: Continuously assess the impact of the program through
feedback .

3. Advocacy: Advocate for policies that support women's electoral participation at all

levels of government.

This report showcases the impactful work of "Her Voice, Her Vote" in promoting ¢lectoral
literacy and empowering women to exercise their democratic rights.
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PURBASTHALI COLLEGE

ESTD: 2009

Vill + P.O:-Parulia, Dist:- Burdwan,Pin No-713513
Contact No, 8617647363 / 03454-264666

Electoral Literacy Club

"Her Voice, Her Vote: Electoral Literacy for Women"

An awareness program on 'Her Voice,

present:

Attendance Sheet

Email :- purbasthalicollege @gmail.com, Visit us : www.purbasthalicollege.com
:
\
\
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Her Vote: Electoral Literacy for Women' i i
: . n'is organized by the
lectoral Literacy Club of Purbasthali College on 12.02,2022 from 12.10 pm. The following audience are

SI No. Name
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PURBASTHALI COLLEGE

ELECTORAL LITERACY CLUB

SESSION -2022-2023

REPORT

NAME OF PROGRAME : "ELECTORAL LITERACY PROGRAMME"

DATE- 25.01.2028

TIME: 12.15 P.M

VENUE: ROOM NO-N215 RABINDRAKAKSHA
NO. OF. STUDENTS PARTICIPITED: 30 (THIRTY)
CONVENER: NIRMAL DAS

ORGANIZED BY: ELECTORAL LITERACY CLUB ,PURBASTHALI COLLEGE

INTRODUCTION:

The Electoral Literary Programme was organized with the aim of fostering civic engagement
and political literacy among the community. The event was designed to educate attendees on
the electoral process, the importance of voting, and the role of informed citizenship in a
democracy:,

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS:

I. Opening Remarks: The event commenced with opening remarks by highlighting the
significance of active participation in the democratic process.

2. Keynote Address : Nirmal Das an expert in political science, delivered a keynote
address on the history of elections, emphasizing the evolution of electoral systems and
their impact on governance. .

3. Mock Election: A simulated election was held, allowing participants to experience
the voting process firsthand. This exercise aimed to demystify voting procedures and
encourage civic responsibility.

4. Q&A Session: Attendees had the opportunity to ask questions to the panelists and
clarify their doubts regarding the electoral process and related topics.

Outcomes:
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* Increased awareness of the electoral process and the importance of voting.

» Empowered citizens with knowledge on how to make informed voting decisions,

» Enhanced critical thinking skills, particularly in evaluating political information and
media coverage.

» Strengthened community engagement in civic affairs.

Conclusion: The Electoral Literary Programme was a resounding success, achieving its
goal of promoting political literacy and civic engagement. Participants left with a deeper
understanding of their role in the democratic process and a renewed sense of responsibility
towards actively participating in elections.
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PURBASTHALI COLLEGE

ESTD: 2009
Vill + P.0:-Parulia, Dist:- Burdwan,Pin No-713513
Contact No. 8617647363 / 03454-264666

Email :- purbasthalicollege @gmail.com, Visit us : www.purbasthalicollege.com

Electoral Literacy Club

Electoral Literacy Programme

An | i
awareness program on 'Electoral Literacy Programme' is organized by the Electoral Literacy Club of

Attendance Sheet

Purbasthali College on 25.01.2023 from 12.10 pm. The following audience are present:
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